CHAPTER IV
MUHAMMADAN MARRIAGE
MARRIAGE with the Muhammadans is purely civil.
From beginning to end religion plays no part in
it, although the mullah may be called in. It is
the qazi and not the mullah whose assistance is
required in making the contract when the time
comes, Before the magistrate is summoned, how-
ever, there are many ceremonies to be performed.
Every little incident is taken advantage of by
the inmates of the harem, to whom all domestic
functions are very precious excuses for excitement
and social gatherings.
After the astrologer and the seer have been
consulted and enquiry has been made concerning
the sectarianism of the families, the pedigree and
the general health of the young people is reported
on, the dowry of the bride and the income of the
bridegroom are arranged, and a formal exchange
of betel-leaves and areca-nut takes place. Nothing